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Small World Christian Kindergarten

W hat a joyful year as we 
count the numerous 
blessings, encourage-
ment and opportunities 

that we have received in 2015-16! Small 
World turned 30 in January and it is such 
a great privilege to bear witness to its 
growth and expansion over the years. 
Through the many hearts, hands, prayers 
and works that were poured into the 
ministry of Small World, the school con-
tinues to cultivate the essential qualities 
of character, compassion, courage and 
competence in our young learners. We 
are very thankful to everyone who has 
been a part of Small World—students, 
parents, teachers, and support staff—you 
have made such a significant mark into 
sowing God’s word into the future. 

Every year we reflect on our practice 
as we want to ensure that in our kinder-
garten, learning remains the star of the 
show! Learning is profoundly important 
in Small World Christian Kindergarten, as 
it is the core and fibre of our school. In 
accordance with Generations Christian 
Education’s definition, learning in Small 
World is ‘a joyful and motivating process 
of exploration, acquisition, and applica-
tion of knowledge and skills. Through it, 
one develops a positive sense of self, life-
long curiosity and disposition to respect 
and serve.’ It is an enjoyable, develop-
mentally-appropriate, teacher-facilitated 
and child-initiated experience where the 
environment is relaxed, nurturing, and 
motivating for students to learn and de-
velop.  As a Generations Christian Educa-
tion school, we focus on developing the 
whole child—intellectually, emotionally, 
physically, and spiritually.  We turn to our 
Lord Jesus as our role model “who grew 
in wisdom, in stature and in favour with 
God and men” (Luke 2:52). 

This year, our staff have embarked on 
professional development that particu-
larly impacts and supports our teaching 
and learning, such as the Biblical Cur-
riculum Foundation and Internation-
al Primary Curriculum (for the Early 
Years). We continue to provide seminars 
and workshops to our teaching team 
throughout the school year to see to it 
that our young learners will receive high 
quality programmes in their classrooms.  
Other trainings have included Whole 
Brain Learning and Hanen’s “Learning 

Language and Loving It” to help young 
children learn effectively and facilitate 
development in language and litera-
cy. In the coming school year, we will 
transition from IPC (Early Years) to IEYC 
(International Early Years Curriculum), 
which is more appropriate and suitable 
to our school setting as we cater to very 
young children. IEYC is an innovative 
research-based toolkit, recognising inter-
national best practice and the develop-
mental needs of 2-5 year olds. It can easi-
ly be adjusted to include older children in 
settings where early childhood education 
goes beyond the age of five years.  The 
IEYC is a perfect tool for the transition 
phase, forging a seamless link between 
early and formal education.

This is an exciting time for us as we 
officially launch our playgroup classes in 
the coming school year! We began our 
pilot playgroup program in Small World 
last October with eight students and an 
accompanying adult. It is our dream to 
reach out to more young families to help 
build solid foundations in this stage of 
their children’s lives. 

We continue to collaborate with uni-
versities and colleges across Hong Kong 
and overseas to facilitate learning and 
teaching practice of Early Childhood Ed-

ucation (ECE) students. In October 2015, 
the Pacific Early Childhood Education 
Research Association Hong Kong came 
to visit Small World, along with Professor 
Kathy Sylva who led an internal training 
exercise for ECE professionals. They 
observed two morning classes using the 
Early Childhood Environmental Scale to 
assess the quality of our ECE program. 
We have received excellent feedback 
about our teachers and their interaction 
with children which generally sums up 
what Small World is all about!

This school year, Small World partic-
ipated in South China Morning Post’s 
International Schools Festival and 
Kindergarten Festival to promote the 
Generations Christian Education family of 
schools. It has been a new and enjoyable 
experience as our most effective meth-
od of advertising has always been our 
parents and friends’ enthusiastic word of 
mouth! 

As we continue to celebrate and thank 
God for 30 years of service to our com-
munity, we want to honour our founders 
for heeding to this vision: “So the next 
generation would know God, even the 
children yet to be born, and they in turn 
would tell their children. Then they will 
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put their trust in God and will not forget 
his deeds but will keep his commands.” 
(Psalm 78:6-7). We want to honour the 
commitment, perseverance and resil-
ience of our Executive Director and the 
many teachers and support staff who 
have given their hearts and hands to 
fulfil the school vision and mission. With 
God’s blessing, may Small World continue 
to reach out to more families, providing 
high quality Christian education to all 
young learners!



Small World Christian Kindergarten

Island Christian Academy

Norwegian International School

This year Small World Christian Kindergarten celebrates 30 years since 
its founding in 1986. Small World is dedicated to providing children and 
families with Christian kindergarten education focusing on whole-child 
learning, adhering to the belief that each child has been created with 
unique gifts and talents. Small World is committed to helping each child 
begin their journey of learning with a firm foundation, built upon faith in 
God, belief in themselves and respect for others. We offer a curriculum 
that builds a child’s confidence—igniting their desire to learn! Over 30 
years we have seen the success of our model proven over and over again.

Island Christian Academy opened its doors in 2012 and has established 
itself as a thriving educational community in the heart of Hong Kong. The 
school is operated by Generations in collaboration with the Chinese YMCA, 
whose presence has contributed to this Sheung Wan neighbourhood 
for 100 years. Island Christian Academy offers quality education through 
values-based teaching—encompassing the adademic, spiritual, socio-
emotional and physical facets of all our students. We educate and nurture 
our students by instilling in them the courage to explore the unique and 
miraculous talents that God has given each of them.

Norwegian International School—originally known as The Norwegian
School in Hong Kong—was established in 1982 to provide education for 
the children of Norwegian missionaries. In 1994, it repositioned itself 
as an international school, shifting to English for its primary teaching 
language, and in 2010 became a part of the Generations family. Norwegian 
International School engages each student creatively, allowing them to 
explore their unique talents, while challenging them academically and 
physically. The school currently has over 200 students across kindergarten 
and primary campuses, providing small class sizes and big learning initiatives.
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